
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 10, 18TH NOVEMBER 2016 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 
 

All parents/carers should by now have received our letter about Anti-Bullying Week, explaining what 
Manchester Academy is doing to raise students’ awareness of bullying, the help available and strategies 
to deal with it including, empathy, mediation, friendship, listening skills, assertiveness and awareness.  
Students have been encouraged to consider: 

 When does banter become bullying? 

 If someone is being bullied online, should they just shut down their account? 

 What should schools do to tackle homophobia amongst students? 

 Should all forms of bullying be against the law? 

 Is there such a thing as an innocent bystander when seeing someone being bullied? 

 Have the effects of bullying been exaggerated in society? 
 
INTERFAITH WEEK 

This week has also been Interfaith Week both in Manchester Academy and nationally, when we celebrate 
what all religions/beliefs have in common and share ideas.  The theme for the week was 'What's the Point in 

Being Good?'  To emphasise this, KS3 students have been encouraged to take part in 'Random Acts of 
Kindness' and do acts of kindness for staff, students and at home.  They then report this to their Form 
Tutors and post it on their Kindness Trees.  The Form with the most blossoms on their tree will win a prize 
per Year Group.  Compliment slips have been left around the building for staff and students to leave for 
each other and this has certainly put smiles on many faces!  

Selected classes also had the opportunity to take part in a question-and-answer session with members of 
six different faiths, one of whom is a School Governor and another is a parent of a child in the school.  
Years 7, 8 and 9 met with the visitors in the hall, while students in Years 10 and 11 had the privilege of 
having the speakers in their lessons for a more in depth session.  The religions represented were: Christian, 
Hindu, Islam, Judaism, Mormonism and Sikhism.  Students had the chance to ask all the burning questions 
they have always had.  They had so many questions to ask that every morning we ran out of time!   

Some of the interesting facts students have learned this week are: 

 Jews fought side-by-side with Muslim soldiers to 
defend Jerusalem against the Crusaders; 

 There is an empty grave next to the Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) intended for Jesus after he 
returns; 

 There is a tribe in Africa who believe Europe is the 
afterlife and all its inhabitants are spirits; 

 Mary (the mother of Jesus) is considered one of the 
most righteous women in the Islamic religion.  She is mentioned more in the Qur’an than in the entire 
New Testament; 

 The Big Bang Theory was first proposed by a Catholic priest. 
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FIRE ALARMS 
 

We have had a number of false fire alarms set off since the start of term. The whole school has been 
disrupted as a result which is totally unacceptable. All involved received a fixed term exclusion and will 
enter a programme with the fire service. It is a serious and potentially life threatening situation when fire 
equipment is tampered with. Any pupil deliberately setting off the fire alarm from this point forward will 
be permanently excluded from school, such is the seriousness of this issue. All year groups have been 
spoken to and warned of this consequence. 
 
LITTER 
 

Litter has increased since October half term. Too many pupils are dropping crisp packets, Bueno and other 
snack wrappers. Pupils have been asked to use bins. If there is no improvement all snacks will be eaten in 
the canteen area. If litter continues to be an issue we will prohibit some items which also tend to be 
unhealthy. 
 
KEY STAGE 3 READING CLUB 

This year the English Department is running a Reading Club for students in Years 7, 8 and 9 in line with the 
CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals (the oldest and most prestigious children’s book awards).  This 
gives students the opportunity to read and review books.  Please use the link below to visit the Carnegie 
site where we showcase and share our love of reading. 

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/grouphomepages/index.php?GroupID=12556   

The following link is where students go to write their reviews (which are checked by the teacher before 
they are posted). 

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/post-a-review.php?action=displayform&groupid=12556   

 
GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE TRIP TO LONDON 

On 17th November a group of Year 10 students visited the House of Commons in London for an English 
Workshop and had a question-and-answer session with MP Lucy Powell.  The students engaged with the 
question “What do you think is the most important issue facing young people today?”  As part of this they 
experienced historic events from Parliament’s past in their immense 350o project space and learned how 
popular protest has led to change.  After meeting suffragettes in the Ladies’ Gallery, they planned their 
own campaign and justified their choice of action, presented ideas and evaluated the effectiveness of 
different protest methods.   

The students’ train left Piccadilly station at 7.00 a.m. and they did not return until after 6.00 p.m. so it was 
a very long and tiring day, but all agreed it had been a wonderfully educational experience and one not to 
be missed! 
 
WOMEN INTO STEM 

A group of our high-flying Year 9 students got the inside track on careers based around Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths and met some inspiring female role models.  The day of activities was 
facilitated by My Kinda Future. 

After an icebreaker activity, the girls were introduced to students from 
Manchester Communication Academy who were also taking part in 
the event at Arcadis, the engineering firm behind the famous Millau 
viaduct in France.  Appropriately, the first challenge was a bridge-
building project, with four groups working independently on separate 
aspects of the design.  Good communications skills as well as 
teamwork and leadership were required to bring the elements together. 
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They then took part in a manufacturing production-line challenge using the ‘scrum’ concept, which is used 
to solve complex design problems.  The teams worked under timed conditions to produce toys as 
efficiently as possible, whilst maintaining quality.  The task brought out key skills such a team leadership 
self-organisation and co-operation. 

At the end of the day the girls met with two current female apprentices at Arcadis.  They learned that 
apprenticeships can offer many advantages over the traditional routes into employment and that Arcadis 
offers apprenticeships up to degree level.  Finally they were given tips on jobs applications and selection 
from Kerry Sneddon, Arcadis UK’s Emerging Talent Recruitment Manager.  Overall the girls found the day 
“fun” and “enjoyable”, with many of them asking when there would be another opportunity to take part 
in a similar activity. 
 
FESTIVE MARKETS 

Now that the festive markets are in full swing in Manchester, the MFL Department has arranged visits 
over the next few weeks for selected students in Years 7-10 and in Induction.  The purpose of the visits is 
for the students to experience European culture first hand and to practice their language skills with native 
speakers.  It is hoped that the younger students will be encouraged to select a foreign language as one of 
their options in Year 9, and that it will boost the understanding of the older students who are already 
studying a language at GCSE level. 
 
ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS REMINDER 

Manchester Academy will make every effort to remain open whenever possible.  The decision to close the 
Academy, either before or during the school day, will be made by the Principal.  If the Academy is to close 
due to bad weather, a notice will be put on our home page and all families with a registered mobile phone 
number will be contacted by text messaging services.  Please ensure your contact details are always up to 
date. 

We will also use the services of local radio stations, including Key 103 and Galaxy.  The Academy will make 
every effort to keep parents informed of the situation during adverse weather conditions.  However, 
parents and carers are expected to check the website when it is clear that closure is a possibility. 

In the event of a school closure, students may access work via the Show My Homework website. 
 
LAST DAY OF TERM 

The last day of this term is Friday 23rd December.  Manchester Academy will be open as usual and all 
students are expected to attend.  The first day of the Spring Term for staff and pupils is Monday 9th 
January. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr A Griffin 
Principal 


